The need for criteria on reporting treatment outcomes.
Early reports that established the success of osseointegration and the survival of implants or prostheses measured the outcome in a number of case series studies. From the standpoint of scientific rigor, the case series design is among the weakest available. Patients have reported that they are better off basing their judgment on their own values and experiences. It is unlikely that they use implant or prosthesis survival as their only measures. This article examines the existing measures within a classification, the problems with developing relevant new measures, and reviews some desirable outcome measures attributes.